194. MAMUKHLAL HIRALAL
It was in the dark days of December, 1896, that Mansukhlal Hiralal
Nazar landed in Durban, a perfect stranger. He intended to live a quiet
life, but a patriot of his type was not able to sit still when he saw his
countrymen needing the help of a guiding hand during those trying times.
The Durban Demonstration2 was then brewing. Meetings were held in
the Town Hall to protest against the immigration of Indians, The Indian
passengers on board the Naderi and the Courland were threatened with dire
results if they attempted to land on the shores of Natal. It was then that
Mr. Nazar arrived on the scene, and was hailed as a deliverer by the Indian
community. Not a soul knew who he was, but his magnetic personality
and the authoritative manner in which he spoke about the duty of the
people at the time attracted the leaders to him immediately, and it is diffi-
cult to say what the Indian community would have done had Mr. Nazar
not arrived at the time. He remained closely closeted with Mr. Laughton,
who was acting as counsel for the community, and I have it from Mr,
Laughton's own lips that Mr, Nazar's assistance and his suggestions at
the time proved to him of the utmost value. From that day to the date
of his death, Mr. Nazar placed the public cause before his own; his dream
of leading a private life was never realised, and though people were never
allowed to know it, for the cause of his countrymen Mr. Nazar has died
a pauper. For days together he used to live away from Durban, in a sec-
luded home in Sydenham,3 existing on nothing but a little milk and a
few biscuits, and time alone will show the nature and value of the unosten-
tatious services rendered by Mr. Nazar.
He was born in the early 'sixties, and belonged to a family of noble
traditions and to one of the most cultured castes in India, namely, the
Kayastha division. As is shown by his family name, the Nazars, in the
early days, must have served the Mogul emperors as trusted officials. The
late Mr. Hiralal Nazar, the father of the subject of this memoir, was
one of the earliest products of English education in the Western presi-
dency4, and was a tried servant of the Government. He was a civil engi-
neer, and, by his ability and strength of character, inspired so much con-
fidence, that the Government allowed him to possess a knowledge of
,the secret defences in the fortress at Bombay. Mr. Nazar was very nearly
related to the late Justice Nanabhai Haridas. He was educated in
Bombay, and having passed his matriculation examination with distinc-
tion, he prosecuted his further studies at the Elphinstone College at Bom-
bay. As a rule, he was easily first in his class, and gave promise of a
1 Died on January 20, 1906
2 Vide Vol. II, p. 154 /.
3 A suburb of Durban
4 Bombay